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SUBJECT: NIMEIRI LEAVING FOR MEDICAL CHECKUP 

1 . PRESIDENT NIMEIRI TOLD ME PRIVATELY JAN 4 THAT HE WOULD 
SHORTLY BE LEAVING FOR TWO WEEKS REST AND MEDICAL CHECKUP 
IN LONDON. HIS WIFE WOULD ACCOMPANY HIM. WHILE NEWS NOT YET 
RELEASED, HE EXPECTED DEPART WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. 

2. COMMENT. NIMEIRI SEEMED TIRED BUT GENERALLY FIT DURING 
OUR TALK. HE GAVE NO INDICATION THAT HE, HIMSELF, HAS 
SIGNIFICANT MEDICAL PROBLEM (THOUGH WE KNOW HE SUFFERS FROM 
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE). IMPLICATION HIS REMARKS WAS RATHER THAT 
HIS WIFE MAY BE GETTING SOME CHECKUP TOGETHER WITH 
HIMSELF. THIS CONNECTION. FACT THAT NIMEIRIS HAVE NO 
CHILDREN HAS LONG BEEN GRIST FOR OPPOSITIONIST RUMOR 

MILL IN THIS STILL-TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC SOCIETY. 
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